THE   PEOPLE   OF   MOSUL

desert life, and are impatient  at  the restraints of
town life.

The Kurds are a warlike people inhabiting thfe
mountains round Mosul. They are the descendants
of the wild people of the mountains mentioned by
Xenophon as the Karduchi, who so severely harassed
the Greeks during their retreat. In later years they
were known as the Parthians, who opposed the
Romans. From this people came the celebrated
Saladin, the opponent of Richard Cceur de Lion in
the crusading days. The Kurds have been com-
pared to the old Scottish Highlanders, who were
noted for their devotion to their chiefs. A well-
known writer, in speaking of this trait in the
character of these people, says that once he heard
the following story: " A chieftain having died, one
of his followers, who was standing on the roof of
his house when the news of his master's death was
brought to him, exclaimed, 6 What 1 is the Beg
dead ? Then I will not live another moment/ and
immediately threw himself from the roof and was
dashed to pieces."

A few of these Kurds are Nestorians, but the
majority of them are Moslems, and are a very
fierce-looking set of people. They carry as a rule
large daggers in the waistband, and are quite
capable of using them when necessary. We once
had a servant who was a Kurd, and although as a
rule a peaceable man, he often longed to be off
when he heard of any fighting going on in his
country. He used to boast to the other servants
of the many people he had robbed and murdered !
but said of course he would never harm us, as we
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